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Strongest
economic
growth in a
decade expected

Virtually every province and sector of the
Canadian economy has rebounded sharply,
building on the momentum that first emerged
in late 2009 and accelerated into 2010, ac-
cording to Scotia Economics’ latest Provincial
Trends report.

Released last week, the report says that even
with some likely moderation in growth going
forward, the strong early year performance has
elevated growth rates and “pushed Canada to

the top of G7 economic
rankings?”

Scotia Scotia Economics
: expects Canadian output
Economics growth to average 3.6 per
expects cent this year, the strongest
Canadian advance in a decade.
Several factors generat-
output ing the renewed e%o—
growthto  nomic gains - strength in
average 3.6 emerging market demand,
: . substantial fiscal stimulus,
per cent this o
geted tax incentives and
year, the firmer commodity prices -
strongest are all supportive of growth
advance in for the remainder of the
year, says Scotia Economics
adecade. economist Alex Koustas.

In the report, Koustas
notes in B.C,, the turnaround seen in real
estate, commodities and transportation — com-
bined with the boost of the 2010 Olympic
Games, is estimated to lift GDP growth to 3.8
per cent in 2010.

“(B.C.) is a dominant world player in min-
ing and resource exploration,” says the report,
although it notes “euro zone austerity measures
present a downside risk”

A slower pace of growth is expected later
this year and into 2011, due to such factors as
reduced fiscal and monetary risk, and more
moderate housing activity across the country,
the report says. But on the positive side, it
notes “the province’s information technology
industry is expected to regain its footing and
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Bring on the bling at home

Make your house shine with
thoughtful finishes that work

MAGGIE CALLOWAY

Your brand-new dream home is pur-
chased or built, or you are still in the discus-
sion stage with your architect, builder and
interior designer.

The decisions about heating and cooling

made and now - as every interior designer
will likely advise, it is better to make choices
at the beginning of this process rather than
at the end - the homebuyers get to have fun
choosing the bling: the art, the lighting, and
every piece that puts the finishing touches
on the new home.

It’s natural to think that making these
finishing decisions is an extra, something to
deal with once living in the home. This, of
course, is an option, but professionals feel

throughout the home, each design decision
must be done in concert with the others.

A Metro Vancouver home both architec-
turally designed and completely finished
inside by Concept To Design Inc. illustrates
the importance of making decisions sooner
rather than later.

“When we were able to do the interior
design, after designing the home, it was a
dream job,” says company principal Carolyn
Stewart.

strongly that these details are an integral part

systems, exterior finishes, and a myriad of
of the whole, that to have a harmonious flow

rehire the majority of the positions cut during
other interior and exterior choices have been

the recession.”

CONTINUED ON P.2
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Symposium
brings industry,
government
together to talk
affordability

TRICIA LESLIE

Housing is hot in Metro Vancouver.
But affordability continues to be a real
problem.

That’s why building industry repre-
sentatives will meet with all three levels
of government — municipal, provincial
and federal - this fall, in a symposium
intended to address the
issue of home afford-
ability, Canadian Home
Builders’ Association
B.C. president Bob
Deeks announced Fri-
day in Vancouver.

y Calling it a “substan-
Bob Deeks tial step,” Deeks said

it will be the first time
that builders and industry representa-
tives will meet with all three levels of
government to address barriers to hous-
ing affordability in Metro Vancouver,
such as pyramid taxation.

“I think this is the first time this has
ever been done. We're excited,” Deeks
said.

On a home that costs $550,000 to
$560,000, the homebuyer may pay as
much as $70,000 in taxes, Deeks said.

In 2010, it is estimated the residential
construction industry - in Metro Van-
couver alone — will generate upward of

$7 billion into the

economy.
" ’ “B.C. has some

I fion t , of the highest hous-
think we're ing costs in North
ever going America,” Deeks
to get the said,

Everyone needs
government o get together to

to get rid of look at how to use

existing resources
(the Property to mitigate that

Transfer Tax). cost, he added.
But what Affordable hous-
ing does not mean
we want'to social, or subsi-
remove Is dized, housing,

the double-  Deeks noted.

. e “What we're
dipping.” talking about is
affordable housing
for families. That will be the focus at the

symposium.”

Between 250 to 300 people from the
industry and government are expected
to attend the symposium. No date has
yet been given.

Other issues the residential building
industry hope to address includes the
much-maligned Property Transfer Tax,
which Deeks said can add $8,000 to
$15,000 to the cost of a house.

“I don’t think were ever going to get
the government to get rid of it,” Deeks
said. “But what we want to remove is the
double-dipping”

Industry wants government to only
charge the PTT once, when the home is
sold to the owner, instead of up to three
times, said Deeks.

Correction

In the New Local Home June 17 edition, an
error was printed regarding a name.

Mae Suffron is the co-owner of The Creative
Design Works.

New Local Home staff apologize for the mistake
with deepest regrets.

Even just one element, such as a chandelier,
can set the mood.
Creative Design Works” Mae
Suffron designed a highrise
downtown condo, for example,
with a twinkling chandelier
that adds sparkling bling to
the cityscape views visible
through massive windows.
“This is a perfect example of
the ‘wow’ factor,” Suffron says.
“Homeowners — who like the rest of
us are on a budget — should think about using
great designs from (home furnishing stores)
for most of the bling, then go big and make
a statement, such as this chandelier, with a
couple of key pieces”

Ensuring harmony with the home’ lighting
is key as well; though it has different func-
tions in each room, all elements should flow
together to create a unified effect.

Off the front: “1he
finishing touches reflect the
style of the homeowner.” -
Carolyn Stewart, designer

“It’s so rewarding for me to design the
house and see it finished. The interior design
now reflects the architecture I had in mind ... I
love it when we can do a complete circle”

The millwork, which is a major design
element throughout the home, is spectacular.
Stewart notes that each and every door arch in
the home is custom-made.

Homeowners can have great house design
and excellent colours, but without the bling, for functionality, but to also help reflect the
there is no personality, she says. style of the homeowners within each space,

“To us, the last finishing touches reflect the ~ Stewart says.
style of the homeowner and reflects the style The success of a homeowner’s lighting plan
and function of the space, and also, lets you can be broken down into three parts: func-
do something that is a little more characteris-  tion, mood and harmony.

Advertising Sales: Black Press National Sales - Adrian Saunders - 604-575-5812 - adrians@blackpress.ca

Ne\ao‘ I le.com
Online Advertising: 604-575-5822

/\V\\ Designer: Brad Smith - bsmith@blackpress.ca

One key piece, such as a sparkling chande-
lier, can add a lot to one room. viae suffron photo

tic than just a typical room?”
Lighting the home is important, not only

CONTINUED ONP.3
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Add some
home finish:
make it shine

CONTINUED FROM P.2

The design team at Kenorah was generous
and enthusiastic about sharing its thoughts on
what makes a home interior special.

The photo of a client’s bathroom is a case in
point. It is a sleek, elegant and modern bath-
room and there, at the far end, is a fabulous
old-style bathtub set in front of stun-
ning wallpaper and placed under
a chandelier.

A different take on bling can
be seen the home of Kenorah’s
Deb Salahar.

A mid-century modern
home that was totally redone by
Salahar pays tribute to the style
of the home while making it work in
today’s world.

Cork flooring throughout unifies the space,
while remaining beautiful, functional and sus-
tainable. Every finishing piece was carefully
chosen to enhance the home’s style, such as a
simple dining table with an elegant lighting
fixture above.

Whether purchasing a new condo, apart-
ment, rowhome, townhome or detached,
single-family home, it is clear designers agree
it is best for homebuyers to have a vision in
place first, rather than after the new home is
completed, to ensure visual, functional and
stylish splendour.

With an overall vision in place, it can be
much easier for homeowners to bring on the
bling.

A kitchen and ensuite
completed by Kenorah
(top left and top right)
show how adding some
bling can make a home
shine. Using metals
such as tin, copper

and bronze for kitchen
backsplashes can add
sparkle and reflect
natural light through-
out the room (photos
courtesy of Kenorah).
At left, Concept to
Design photos show
how elements such as
chandeliers, wallpaper,
mirrors and furniture
pieces can add polish to
any home.

Raef Grohne Photography

THE FINEST IN TOWNHOME LIVING

The perfect blend of quality and style.

3 BEDROOM TOWNHOMES
PRICED FROM

*339,900

TWO PERFECT REASONS TO BUY!

Duet offers you an exciting opportunity to own an impeccably designed

home that is ideal. From the gourmet kitchens, complete with granite

countertops and stainless steel appliances, to the bold crown mouldings

throughout, luxurious fireplaces and individual garages, these forward Y a
thinking townhomes are an open invitation to live the life you want to live. Display Suites rene \ @
2
Open Noon - 5 pm (except Fridays) ”a"eygypa %
ss | %
Located at 22977, 116th Avenue, : %

Maple Ridge.

604-453-4962 www.duetliving.ca
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3 = b 4 REASONS 3 NEW SHOW
Own a - I = TO VISIT  SUITES OPEN

home with MOTIF FOR VIEWING

height | g p— _ & REASONS STUNNING VIEWS

Ultra convenience. Ultra style. Ultra ' | . . TO B U Y i‘vlég RAGGEERSLI-II TAENS
hei ht. - 1 - | ’ # - ¥4
I\%Ietro Vancouver residents will : e ! I e ; : AT M OTI F
soon be able to own a home in the — 1 : ;
highest building in Surrey.
Ultra, a 40-floor concrete and glass
highrise comprised of 362 urban

condominiums, is on its way to the i - — | : =y ] T R EAS O N LI FESTYLE!

heart of Surrey. The third phase of

WestStone Properties’ master-planned | . = ; _ . : TO BUY START LIVING

urban village community, Ultra will [
join the first two phases — Agenda and [ { ‘ . i N OW IT TODAY!
Element, two lowrise buildings with B T . L] i :
206 apartments completed in 2009. | ) 3 44 E bl
“Its going to be the highest resi- _ S T — e 11 ! o
dential tower in Surrey City Centre,” A == .y : ' | LA r — THE COU NTDOWN |S 0 N.
WestStone vice-president of sales and : 3 o = - Fride s i

isiti Bob D inick £ 3 | i i | ¥ _ . ) ) _
?Jclctl;lalfl O TP TOMIIR R0 i " vy ; X ¥ =, T e Hurry! There are only 19 spacious suites left at Motif. All are built

“The V.ie}vl‘; s are aStt(;lunSdtingt waGou : e . - sl - i ' : and ready for immediate occupancy. Imagine how great it will be
can see ri. acCross € oStrait o €or- _—y . Y £ St B & e - . ’ . . 0 . A
gia. Surre‘;;, looks totally different from i e " e, f iy _ ! - - = it E to live in the heart of Burnaby’s vibrant Brentwood community, an

that height.” . o — . - r aadi? = ) : - = .. elevator ride away from shops, restaurants and a private fitness spa.
Ultra sits in the ultimate location in e e - —— L

the new, emerging Surrey City Centre, e ' n.,r”; ; ! Y T J . 3 2 - ' Just 15 minutes from downtown by Skytrain.
just steps from Central City, SkyTrain, ' N | - : 4 i im
Simon Fraser University and Surrey’s . ' ' - PRICES STARTING AT $432,700.

new civic centre development. The
revitalization of Surrey City Centre

CONTINUEDONP.5 Homes at Ultra, which will be Surrey’s largest residential tower in the city centre, will offer sweeping views of the Georgia Strait — and beyond. LI
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MORNINGSTAR Large Cul-de-Sac Lots, — =
Full Unfinished Basements! R O\

SALES CENTRE C SIEEE Y IR E

3 | e

4400 Buchanan Street El Big: o= 05
S e .

Burnaby BC V5C 6R4 L H T R

Open Daily Noon to 5pm e i T LT
(Except Friday) : '

www.motifatciti.com
604.298.8800

]

Rob Newell photos
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A SkyTrain enters Surrey Central Station (top), while students rush to the Surrey SFU cam-
pus (above). Living at Ultra - beside the SFU campus - means having the convenience of

SOUTH POINTE VISIT OUR FULLY FURNISHED SHOW HOMES TODAY! transit, education, shopping, business, dining and leisure opportunities just steps away.

at SUNSTONE

e
LY eV

|

Now is the time to buy. We've just released a limited amount of cul-de-sac homes. Along with its central location, South Pointe’s /

I/ M /
3 & 4 bedroom homes all have full unfinished basements, granite countertops, hardwood floors, ceramic tile, Kohler fixtures and t S a d Eﬁ n |te p ace for the futu re

much more. Ranging in size from 3,323 sq. ft. to 3,598 sq. ft. these homes offer the best value in North Delta.

T

(il
i

e

CONTINUED FROM P.4 He notes that Surrey was recently ranked

as the best place in B.C. to invest in the resi-
includes a new regional library that is now

SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES IN NORTH DELTA FROM $694,900 ander construction. 2 new 165,000 square. xoal real estate markel, in @ new report by

Real Estate Investment Network of Canada.

. - foot city hall, expanding the SFU campus and Entitled Top Canadian Investment Cities,
10527 Modesto Place, North Delta | 604.584.2908 Open Daily 12-6 (except Fridays) enlarging Surrey Memorial Hospital, as well Surrey also ralr)lked as the fourth-best city in
as a new RCMP E Division headquarters. Canada to invest in residential real estate.

The neighbourhood is destined to become “It’s a definite place for the future;” Domin-

a thriving cosmopolitan area that is the com-  jck says of Surrey, and specifically, of Ultra’s

. . . . PR mercial, residential, educational, entertain- i
Visit MorningstarHomes.bc.ca for virtual home tours and floorplans : ment, civic and cultural heart of the fast- focation.

growing city, Dominick says. CONTINUED ON P.6

R
il b

The developer reserves the right to change or modify the offer without prior notice. E.&O.E.
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Affordable
homesin

the heart of
Surrey

CONTINUED FROM P.5

“It will be an area that all the resi-
dents of Surrey can be proud of”

Every single Ultra home has a
balcony, and homes range in size
from 400 sq. ft up to 1,250 sq. ft.;
purchasers can peruse studios, one-
bedrooms, one-bedroom-plus-dens,
two-bedrooms and penthouse suites.

Along with the condo homes, there
will be 11 townhomes as well, graced
with a green podium roof.

Residents will have exclusive access
to amazing amenities as well, includ-
ing a fully equipped fitness centre and
media room.

WestStone’s reputation of always
using high-end, top-of-the-line
finishings applies at Ultra; Dominick
says the homes will be clean and chic
with excellent finishings.

“We always finish to really high
standards”

Right now is the best time to buy
an Ultra home, since WestStone is
offering pre-Grand Opening pricing,
Dominick adds.

Prices start at $169,900. Visit
www.urbanvillageliving.com for more
information.

AT CULTUS LAKE

. 'Bythe time they ask “Are we there yet?”
¢ ._ffou will be.

the Ctages

A MERE 90-MINU'IlE DRIVE fr(lm downtown
Vancouver brings you to The Cottages, It feels like

world apart. Steps from peaceful and pristine Cultus Lake,
surrounded by breathtaking mountains and lush green
forests, with the great outdoors right jt your doorste]p. But
this isn’t your grandfather’s rustic idea of a cottage —ithese
luxurious family cottages are styled yol;:r way, with all the
features and finishes you could hope for and large p]iivate
porches and decks prov1ding plenty of space for family and
friends to|gather and enjoy BC living at its best. And as if
that wasn’t enough, theet0,000 sq. ft. clubhouse with|pools
offering all the amenities of a first-class resort.

Copyright 2010 © | Higherground Project MarKeting Inc.
Brokerage and Sales by Multiple Reality Ltd. Prices are sub-
jectto change without prior notice.
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MORNINGSTAR Final Single Family Homes Released
DEFINING SINGLE FAMILY HOMES |N CLO\/ERDALE

‘M SADDLECREEK

AT PROVINCETON

Your Last Opportunity From Only $549,900

88th Ave.

Along with a central location, homes backing onto natural greenspace and parkland, and beautiful sunset views, the

homes of Saddle Creek also feature eco-friendly hardwood floors, stainless steel appliances, granite countertops
and solid wood shaker cabinets.

IS WOLT

56th Ave. —

&

VISIT OUR SALES CENTRE TODAY!

7013 - 178 STREET Sales Centre Open Daily 12-6 (except Fridays) | 604 575 3304
CLOVERDALE, BC

The developer reserves the right to change or modify offer without notice. E.&O.E.

Visit MorningstarHomes.bc.ca for virtual home tours and floorplans
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Coquitlam 161A St. & 24th Ave. 604-542-8863 cBride Ave. 604-523-0733
i EB Wills Creek EET) Q at Westminster Quay 18199 70th Ave, 778-571-1088
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. 11c) 7881 164A Street. 604-657-5
EDThe Foothills €L Kaleden Holy Ave. and Salter St. 604-520-9890 i
Burke Mountain, 3381 David Ave. 604-944-3188  2729-158th Street. 604-541-4246 Delt EZII The Estates at Vistas West
E3 Tatton ED Morgan Heights elta 16327 60th Ave. 778-574-1380
1240 Holtby, Coquitlam. 604-552-2220 26th Ave & 164th Street. 604-531-1111,604-420-4200 ~ EEZI Trend Vista's Wi
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